The New Testament Church

How we are organized

The churches of Christ have none of the trappings of modern day organizations or any organizational bureaucracy.  There are no governing boards, neither district, regional, national or international, no earthly and no universal organization.  Each congregation is autonomous or “self ruled” and is independent of every other congregation.  The only tie, which bonds the many congregations together, is a common allegiance to Christ and the bible.

There are no conventions, annual meetings or official publications.  Congregations do cooperate in supporting children’s homes, homes for the elderly, mission work and such things.  However participation is strictly voluntary on the part of each congregation and no person or group issues policies or make decisions for the congregations.  Each congregation is governed locally by a plurality of elders (bishops, shepherds, overseers) selected from among the members.  These men must meet the specific qualifications for office given in First Timothy, chapter three and in Titus, chapter one.

Who is in charge?

We recognize our own personal shortcomings and weaknesses and this is all the more reason for wanting to follow the all-sufficient and perfect plan that God has for the church.

Since God has given “all authority” to Christ (Matthew 28:18) and since He serves as God’s spokesman today (Hebrews 1:12) it is our conviction that only Christ has the authority to say what the church is and what we should teach.  And since only the New Testament sets forth Christ’s instructions to His disciples, it alone must serve as the basis for all religious teaching and practice.

Who are these people?

We are just people, but we are people with a commitment.  We are determined to be people of God.  We have no ambition to be anything more and we cannot be content to be anything less.  We are happy to correspond with you or to have someone visit with you.  We believe that the joy and salvation we have found in Christ are too precious to be kept to ourselves.

We are your friends and acquaintances, neighbors and coworkers.  You are always welcome to any and every part of our Christian family.  Most of all we are a loving family who cares about the spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing of others, striving to serve and glorify God.

The Lakes Region church of Christ meets at 1 Mill St in Tilton, NH
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