The New Testament Church

It’s Terms of Entrance

When one becomes a part of the New Testament church he leaves his old state and enters into a new state, a new relationship with God.  This relationship is sometimes pictured as an entrance “into Christ”.  But since the church is the (spiritual) body of Christ (Ephesians 1:20-23, Colossians 1:18), then when one enters into Christ he enters into Christ’s church, His kingdom, His body.

A number of figures are used in the New Testament to represent a change which takes place in the life of the individual when he leaves his old state and enters into a new relationship with Christ.  In order to convey this change to our finite minds, many striking terms are used to represent it such as “Conversion”, “A new birth”, “Regeneration”, “Reconciliation”, “Redemption”.  Thus, entrance into the body of Christ differs completely from entrance into any sort of human organization.  No such change takes place in the life of an individual when he joins a lodge, a sectarian body or any sort of human society.

One does not “join” the church of our Lord in the sense that he joins a lodge, a sectarian body or any sort of human society.  We can only become united with Christ or His church (His spiritual body) by experiencing a complete change in our nature.  We must die to the old life and be raised to a new life with Christ (Rom 6:3-4).  We must leave our old state and enter into a completely new relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

Jesus once said, “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God (John 3:3).  Again He declared “Except ye be converted and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3).

The apostle Peter told unrepentant sinners to “Repent...and be converted that your sins may be blotted out” (Acts 3:19). The apostle Paul declared that God “saved us by the “washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5).  These scriptures naturally raise the question of how this change, known as conversion or regeneration, is brought about.

The New Testament specifically stipulates four separate steps, or acts, which culminate in a complete change of heart, life or relation and by which one is translated “from the power of darkness into the kingdom of light, the kingdom of God’s dear Son” (Colossians 1:13).

1. MAN MUST BELIEVE ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

Jesus said, “If you believe not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins” (John 8:24).  Again He said, He that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16).  The apostle Paul told the Philippian jailer to “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shall be saved” (Acts 16:32).  Belief in Christ implies complete reliance upon Christ, not upon self or anyone else.

2. MAN MUST REPENT OF HIS SINS

Jesus said, “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3-5). The apostle Peter speaking by the Holy Spirit, commanded repentance “for the remission of sins” or “that your sins may be blotted out (Acts 2:38, 3:19).  Genuine repentance means a complete about face.  It means the giving up of the practice of sin and turning to the Lord.  In repentance one dies to the practice of sin and brings his life into harmony with the life of the Lord Jesus Christ.

3. ONE MUST CONFESS THE NAME OF CHRIST

We do not confess our belief in some human creed.  Instead we acknowledge our faith in Christ as the Son of God.  This is evident from such scripture as Matthew 10:32-33, Luke 9:26, Acts 8:37, Romans 10:9-10.

4. ONE MUST BE BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST (Romans 6:3-4, Galatians 3:27)

In the Great Commission Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16).  The apostle Peter commanded those assembled on the day of Pentecost to “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).  Ananias told Saul to “Arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins” (Acts 22:16).  When we examine all the cases of conversion in the New Testament we find each one who was converted heard the Gospel and having been convicted of his sins repented and acknowledged his belief in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, and ever one was baptized.  Thus, those who were baptized had their sins forgiven and were then added to the church (Acts 2:47) and became new creatures in Christ Jesus the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:17).  Thus, they entered into the body of Christ, His church.  We believe that unity among those wanting to follow Christ is possible only through a return to the Bible.

Compromise cannot bring about unity and surely no person or group of persons has the right to draw up a set of rules by which everyone must abide.  But it is altogether proper to say “Let us unite by just following the Bible,” God’s Holy Word.  So churches of Christ plead for religious unity based upon the Bible.  We believe that to subscribe to any creed other than the New Testament, to refuse to obey any New Testament command or to follow any practice not sustained by the new Testaments is to add to or take away from the teachings of God.  Both additions and subtractions are condemned in the Bible (Galatians 1:9; Revelation 22:18-19).

