The New Testament Church

It’s Nature

Jesus did not come into the world to establish an earthly government.  There is no reference or allusion to the church, as if it were “a new society” meaning a society or institution that functions as a world government, with all of the powers of both a worldly and ecclesiastical body.  It has no temporal power or earthly functions whatsoever.  Jesus declared, “My Kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36).  His Kingdom’s boundaries are that of truth and righteousness, purity and holiness.  

Christ’s church is described by many images in order to convey some concept of its diving nature.  Sometimes it is described as God’s “Building” (Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:50).  Sometimes it is pictured as Christ’s Body.  Paul said, “Now ye are the body of Christ and several members thereof” (1 Corinthians 12:27; see also Ephesians 1:20-23; Colossians 1:18).  The church also is pictured as a Kingdom.  Sometimes it is spoken of as “The Kingdom of God” (Matthew 6:33; Mark 1:14); or “the Kingdom of His dear Son” (Colossians 1:13); or more frequently, it is represented as “The Kingdom of Heaven” (Matthew 3:2; 7:21; 16:19).  

This divine institution is entered by a “new birth” – “of water and of the Spirit” (John 3:5).  It is not possible to enter it in any other way.  However before one is “born again of water and of the Spirit,” it is necessary to believe in Jesus Christ as the only begotten Son of God, to turn one’s back upon one’s sins, to publicly acknowledge the name of Christ.  Only at this time does one become a proper subject for a burial in water “for the remission of sins” (Romans 6:3-4; Acts 2:38).  Thus, one is “born again” or as the term is sometimes rendered “born anew” or “born from above” - all of these terms mean conversion.  To be “in Christ” is to be in His spiritual body, which is His church.  

In it therefore, we enjoy “every spiritual blessing.”  There are no spiritual blessings outside of Christ.  Paul further declared that all of the promises of God are in Christ Jesus (1 Corinthians 1:20).  In Christ we have salvation (2 Timothy 2:10).  In Him “we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Ephesians 1:7).  Thus, the church is composed of men and women (Romans 12:5; 1 Corinthians 12:27); but not just any and every kind.  All who are in the Kingdom have been born again (John 3:3-5); from the world they have been called out (For so is the meaning of the term church); they have become new creatures in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:17).  All such can say with Paul, “I am crucified with Christ nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Galatians 2:20).  

Being a spiritual institution, the church of our Lord was not founded for the natural man.  It was founded for the spirit of man, that part that lives forever.  Hence, the church will not pass away with the death of our bodies.  It was built to stand “forever.”  The gates of Hades can never destroy it (Matthew 16:18).  Its purpose is to prepare man to dwell with God forever.  All civic organizations, all of the lodges of men and all human institutions of every kind were founded for the natural man; that part of man that will finally die and return to the earth from whence it came.  But the church of the Lord, being a heavenly institution, was founded for the spirit, or soul of man, that part that never dies.  Human institutions may comfort us during our life on earth.  But beyond the grave they cannot go.  They were not built to stand forever.  They must all pass away with time.  But the church built by our Lord can and will conduct our souls into the everlasting Paradise of God, to dwell with Him throughout all eternity.

