The New Testament Church

It’s Creed

The church set forth in the New Testament has a creed but not of human origin.  Our confession is not in a set of rules and dogma but in the Divine Sonship of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Indeed our creed is Christ’s Word.  We believe that Jesus was a good man, a great teacher, a great philosopher, a great leader and a great ruler.  

But our belief in Him goes much further.  We might believe all of these facts and still be rank infidels.  In fact, nearly all infidels do believe in Jesus to this extent.  But we believe in Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  It is upon the confession of this great truth that the church of our Lord Jesus Christ rests (Matthew 16:16-19).  This is the confession made by God the Father when Jesus was baptized (Matthew 3:16-17) and again at the time of His transfiguration (Matthew 17:5).  It is the same confession made by Jesus Himself which cost Him His life (Matthew 26:63-64; Mark 14:60-65).  It is the confession made by the Ethiopian Officer (Acts 8:36-38).  It is the same confession made by all the early Christians (Romans 10:9-10; Ephesians 3:14).  

Belief in Jesus Christ as the Son of the living God means belief that He Is Divine; that He is God incarnate.  It means that He was and is perfect in all His ways: a perfect teacher, a perfect philosopher and a perfect propitiation of our sins.  It means that He is our King Supreme: in His nature and character, in His wisdom and righteousness in His authority and powers and in His decisions and judgment. 

We also believe the Bible, not merely because of it’s antiquity or some tradition which has grown up around it, but because it is a revelation of the mind of God.  We do not go to the Old Testament to learn how go become Christians.  But from the Old Testament we do learn of God’s dealing with His people in ages past, His regard for man, for truth and uprightness.  From it can learn to respect God’s judgments, what it means to obey or disobey His commandments and the consequences or our obedience or our disobedience to His will.  

But if we want to know how to enter the Kingdom of God today, how to become God’s children, how to worship Him in our public assemblies, how to conduct ourselves as His children at this present time, then we turn to the New Testament.  We do not believe in baptism because of any special merit that it carries.  We do not believe in partaking of the Lord’s supper because of any inherent good, which we derive from it.  We do not believe in prayer solely because of its psychological value to ourselves.

First of all we believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of the living God.  In accepting Him as such we must accept His teachings, His authority, His judgments and His absolute right to direct all of our ways.  We cannot substitute our own reasoning, our own desires for absolute belief in Christ as God’s Son and for His authority.  Upon this ground and it alone, all who are in Christ, are united.  God gave us a living creed centered in the divinity of the living Christ who was raised from the dead to die no more.  He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  By faith in Him alone can we all unite as a mighty army, against one common enemy: the force of evil! And we can all unite with one common goal: the ultimate triumph over the powers of darkness and gain an entrance into the eternal Paradise of God, where evil, disputing, parties, strife and warring factions have no place. 

